CHAPTER  X

CONCLUSION

THE general theory of international trade, as well as
the conclusions thence derived, have been stated in the
foregoing pages. This closing chapter may therefore
most fitly he devoted to the examination of some
points, which, though not actually part of the doctrines
previously developed, are yet necessary for their correct
apprehension in relation to the other parts of economic
science. The importance of thoroughly understanding
the affinities and proper place of each branch of a
scientific system will be sufficient justification fbr the
addition of this discussion.

Among these outlying questions, perhaps the most
prominent is the effect of the transfer of the industrial
agents from country to country. Though the economic
definition of a nation (p. 3) seems to exclude the recog-
nition of such a shifting, we have found that it is not
only possible, but, in fact, frequent; and it may be
well to see in what way the theory and its applications
are thereby affected. There is one consideration which
somewhat reduces the difficulty of examining this
agency. In every society, the amount of each of the
industrial factors is almost certainly in a process of
continuous change, through the increase or decrease of
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